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Foreword

I 'am honored to have been invited to pen this foreword for the special
collection entitled Elder Abuse: Selected Papers from the Prague World
Congress on Family Violence.

Nothing that I might say can assuage the grief we have all felt at the
loss of Gerry Bennett or the regret at the cancellation of the World Con-
gress on Family Violence in Prague due to the “perfect storm” of inter-
national events—terrorism, SARS, and the Iraq war.

This special volume contains what would have been the presenta-
tions by a distinguished expert international faculty at the groundbreak-
ing Elder Abuse Symposium in Prague, an international event dedicated
to Gerry Bennett in recognition of his humanity, his spirit, and his lead-
ership.

Those who had the privilege of knowing Gerry are aware of how
much he cared about his work and his profession. His was a strong voice
for the international effort to prevent family violence and especially el-
der abuse as General Secretary of the International Network for the Pre-
vention of Elder Abuse (INPEA). "

At the First World Conference on Family Violence in Singapore in
1998, I made a personal commitment to Gerry and to Rosalie Wolfe that
elder abuse would be fully represented at any future World Congress.
As Elizabeth Podnieks has written, “I greatly enjoyed the conference in
Singapore but was concerned over the paucity of data on elder abuse.” 1
believe Gerry felt that the commitment was kept. He played an active
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