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CHAPTER 4. VIOLENCE BY INTIMATE PARTNERS .89

Background
One ofthe most common ficrms ofviotrencaagainst

women is &at performed by a busband or an

iutimate maleparrrer. This is in sgrk conEast to the

situation for men, who i.n general are much rnore

likely o be auacked by a stanger or acquaintance

rhan by someone within their dose circle of

rdationships (1-5). The fact thatwomen are often

emotionally involved with and econornically

dependent on those who victimize them has maior

implications for both the dynarrlics ofabuse and the

qryroaches to dealing with it.
Intimate parmer violence occr:rs in all counties'

irrespective of social, ecotromic, religious or
rrrlorral group. Althcmgh women can be violent

in relationships with men, and violence is also

smetimes for:nd in sarne-sex parmerships, the

overwhelming tnrrden of partner violmce is borne

by women at the hands of men $' n'For that

rElson, this chapter will deal with the question of

violelce by men agrinst their fernale

Women's organizations around the world have

lmg drawn atterrtion to violence against women'

md to intinlate Parmer violence in partiarlar'

ltrough *eir efforts, violence against women has

nm become an issue of internadonal confy'
hitially de\iv€d laryely as a hurnan rights'isiie'

Fnn€r violence is increasingly seen "tfp 
i*-

ponant public health Problern

The extentof the Problem
htimate partner violence refers to any behaviour

wi&in an intimate rdationship *rat causes physical'

psychological or sexual harn to those in thb'*

rdationship. Such behaviour indudes:

. Acts ofphysical aggression - such as slapping'

hitting, kicking and beating-

. kychological abuse - such as iatimidation,

constant belitding and humiliating-

. Forctd interourse and cher forns of sermal

coercion.

'i . Various conffolling behaviours - such as

isolating a personr from their farnily and

friends, rnonitoring their nevenrcnts. and

restricting their access to information or

assistance.

When abuse oc€urs repeat€dly in the same

relationship, the phenomenon is often referred to

as "httering".
In48 population-besed surveys ftom around the

world, between 100/s and 590/o of women reported

being physically assaulted by an intimate male

pafiner at some polnt ln their lives (see Table 4' 1)'

the pereentage of women who had been assaulted

by a parrrer in the previous I 2 moottrs varied from

3Vo or less alrong womerr in Ausralia, Canada and

*re United States to 27% of ever-prrmered women

(that is, '$Iomen who have ever had an ongoing

"olrnl 
p"tm.r$ip) it Le6n" Nicaragua, 38% of

currently married womer in'the Republic of Korea'

and 5 2% of currendy married Palestinian women in

*re West Bank and Gaza Suip. For many of these

wouren, physical assault was not an isolated event

but part of a continuing Pattern of abusive

behaviour.

Research suggests that physical violence in

intimate rdationships is often accompanied by

gsyclrdogrcal abuse, and in one-third to over one-

half of cases by sumal abuse {i ' S- I a\ ' Among 5 I 3

.wonen in Japan tvtm had at any ohe time been

. abused, for e<arn$e 57Yo had su&red al} &ree

rypes of abuse - phy$cal, psychological and sexual'

Less *ran l0o/o of rhese women had orperienced

only physical abrre (S). Similarly' in \donterrey'

Mexlco, 52% of physically assauhed women had

also been sexually abrlsed by their parmers (11)'

Figure a.l gaptrically illusaates the ovedap be-

meen types of abuse among ever-parmered women

,*,{,i6", Nicaragua (9).

{r{""a wornen who tare targets of physical

aggreryion generally.- enpeqience mrrltiple acts of

aggression over--- tirne- In the Le6n snrdy, for

insturce,'60% ibf' womln abused during the
:l

previous year had been attacked more than cnce,

and 20% haderyerienced severeviolence more than

six tirnes. errrong women reporting physical

aggressiur, 70% reportd se'rere abuse (12)' Ihe

average number of pkqnical assauks during the

pievious year arnong'women crtrrendy suffering

abuse, acccrding to a $rvey iir Lmdon, Fngland'

was sevren (I$' while in the United StaEs, in a

nadmal study in 1995, it was tt"* (4'
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TTABLE 4.t
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